™ 250MX

By lohn Fuller
hen | was invited 1o soluate the TM2S00MX
motocraser of the Spender familys private
track on Salt Spring Isband, British Columbia it
took litthe thought to answer yes, [immy Spencer bought o
TM and graciousty put it up for a short-term atidian Biker
thrashing, | mean testing before receiving its soce mods
When we met up with 2L-year-old [immy he mentioaed
that the tnack was gnarty, of they had been working ot mak-
ing it harder to help him prepare for e apening roaned of
the Canadian Nattonal Motooross serles in Monaimo, Ron
Spencer, [immy's father and ack designer said the irock
would changs configuration accerding 1o the race season. In
the winter, they tighten it up fomillanize themselees for
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Dan Batkes, TM's Conadian importer, was on hand for
questions, as was the mechonie for Vancouver Idond's TM
dealer, john Svoboda, for adjustments and technical odwvice.

The track bsoked gnorly oll sright, offering standond WX
fare. Laid-out in o small valley with o selection of natural ter-
vain, rolting hills mixed with excovator-made killer whoaps,
the token triple jump. The ground was |oose
b a high dust factor, moking i hard 1o see for
maore than one tder croulating at o time. The day was hot
and It didn't take long for our parched bodies w fd the
shude during breaks in the fding,

I is o small talian company that hos made its mark i
the off-rood world. The machines ane siote-of-the-art show
pieces that perform at the upper level of off-rood performs
ance. But North Americon M/X and Supercross hove not
et 05 Forgiving ey the brand since Bigh-fiying demonds ane
harder an the mochines.

My first impressions while sitting otop the 500X werne
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that of Tesspnoble seat height, extemedy namow width
between the midsection, and bars set ol o confortabbe bevel
Al whi{Toint, | noticed the Refkon cversiae style oluminum
i with degree indexing printed on the clumps. Sweet

O the left side of the bike resides the hydraulic chatch
mnster-cylinder and when squeezed Iis self-odjusting, effort-
less activation is fielt.

Om the right, the Miasln front broke maoster cylinder,
Brembo catiper and large 270mm diameter disc add bite o
the stopping and slowing scenarso. Seal bounce suspension
action seems above average from the Ohling shock, and o
quick brake stab and fork compiress revealed little stction
from the Chilins forks,

From my soated view, the front fender looked suspiciousty
like @ Yamaha shape. Later it wos leamed thot the rear fend-
er comes from a Kowaosakl mold and the engine sure looks
very Honda-lsh. Hey, plastic mokds are expensive ond this [s
o smoll company, sowhy waste time with plastic shopes ond
comcentrate on more important fees lke machining o lange
sebection of the 250¥s parts from billet aluminum block.

The mar brake pedal belongs on o mantle, and the hubs
and triple-clomps are gorgeols, easly quollfying as alu-
minum art. The rest of the bike panallels, all the edoges an
smoothed out and the welds are clean, most parts are pol-
ished; cbviously manufactured and assembled by someons
who cares about their work,

Some other nice fouches are biue anodized Exod rims, o
Reging gokd chain and aluminem sprocket, and sond-cast
engine coses. [d | mention the Ohlins suspension’ Reamsons
4o by the bike of this print are looking good. The sum of the
parts alone adids up o a bangain without even rding i

Once Tiding the TMSOMX 1 felt it had a feel not ke any-
thireg 1 hod ridden, except the lost Th. On [irst impressdon
the front forks felt soft and seemed to fde low in thelr streke
While acoeleroting thromgh o dip section on o slightly ntted
straight, the hondlebars exhibited some headshakes on maore
Ripoin O GCrmsion

The chassis loyout feels stightly short making deliberate
rear welght tronsler common. Perhaps this produces the light
fromit enid, but somehow heavier springs seem like the begin.
ning of the sobution. We are dealing with ondg of the top rted
performance forks in the world, but even the best gear ness
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The engine’s power is cleon and strong. Midnngs to top
2 not surprisingly, the engine
will chusg ug froe idle revealing its enduro heritage. The two
sl?r_-ke:' comes with an HGS expansion chamber, 0ot com-
mont in Canada but highly-regarded in ftaky

Shifting was good and the chutch wias o treat, no fade and
with q consistert feel. | have read in other publice
the TM: don't hondie sharply, but 1 beg to dilfer. This
miachine allows a rider to at least get a glimmering of what
going fast vugh o berm is like

The bike still had the orlginal M1
listhe wear, %0 1 followed the nales of comening—weight the
autside peg, force the bike down, focus on the exit and hom-
mer 1t I was mwarded with unbeliewaoble cormiEring
speed. The bike does prefer to be pushed in order [0 every

mad B5 the bike's sweet spol but,
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M is a small Italian company
that has made its mark in the
] Id. The machines
are state-of-the-art showpieces
that perform at the upper level
off-road performanc

thing to perform propesty, but when energy levels foll, reali-
ty 3ets kn and mistakes happen

The whe section wod peaks and valleys, and the
TMZS0MY was doing o good
Again, | couldn't help but wonder what
springs would do. Don't get me wrong, for mere maortals like
me, suspension tuning through ol weight and bevels and
clicker odjustment would probably suffice, but nof even
Jimmy Spencer was launching into the whosps.

Shightly soft or not, the suspenshon’s aolion Wis op notch
with liitke to no stiction in the forks and good bBottoming
The mear shock behaved bedutifully on stulter
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rocking hofse Impression.,
il

stiffer susper
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bumps, finding traction and hooking up i
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ting-to-sianding fmanstions lethangic,
were all good especially the flat seating position thal
forward movement for comerng

Brukes were fantastic with the front offering 4 strong pro-
gressive feel and the rear delivering almaost too Strong o grip:
I stalbed a couple times when | ooodentally londed with my
foot an the pedal

Little gripes like o leaky gos cap ar a hroken pipe mount,
which the bike suffered, dorn't compare to the ovenall ploure:
this motoroycle s a hand-mode beauty capable of win
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